An insidious onset of a lytic lesion in the base of 1st metatarsal of an eleven-year-old boy is presented. Surgical exploration revealed a 1.5 cm black thorn embedded in granulation tissue. Despite the absence of a definite history of trauma, an organic foreign body lesion should be considered in the differential diagnosis of a lytic lesion of bone.
CASE REPORT
An eleven-year-old boy was referred by his general practitioner with an insidious onset of a limp and swelling on dorsum of his left foot of two-month duration. The patient himself did not recall any penetrating injury to his foot. On close enquiry patient gave a history of playing in the woods a few months back. Clinical examination revealed a large, tender swelling overlying the base of 1 st metatarsal with no local signs of inflammation.
Laboratory investigations revealed a WBC of 6.55X10 3 /ml & ESR of 4mm/hour. Radiographs of the foot revealed an osteolytic lesion with a sclerotic rim in the metaphysis of the 1 st metatarsal. (Fig 1) . 
